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; OF CAYUGA COUNTY,- NEW YORK
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HARRISON 0. FOLLETT

1929 - 1950

CHAPTER- 2

It Is simply an Impossibility to do more than t» state
that‘sometime near the year one A, D,, the very earliest oY

the human race, the ''Indian’'reached this region and estabTished

their villages within what is npw known as Cayuga County,

A variation of a few hiindred .years in time is immaterial,’
but when it is claimed to date back some three to five thou- ’

sand years ago,.- as some archaeologists have maintained, no

evidence'thus far has been,produced to substantiate such a

claim. ' .

The very earliest culture thus far known were the ancient
archaic Algonklan Indian,

To render' a better understanding by the reader, the var-

Thus in the archaic

In the first, their hab-,.
ious- cultures are spoken of in periods,
they are divided into three periods,
Itatlons are widely distributed throughout the region in

small groups, with no concentrated villages. There'are but

few townships in the County that have not produced some'

evidence of them on almost every.cultivated field. How long

they survived here or what became of them is not known.

. Nr evidence known of has been found of’the disposition -

""of” their'deceased.‘""It is- thought to be reas'Ohable to'assum'e~

that some of this ancient culture while living here may have '
evolved into what is classed as the second period, for it is’,

not likely that over a period of years they survived without

some progress in the mode of life,, especially in providing
shelter and Improvements in Impl’ements, As the numl^er of

inhabitants- Increased, and other cultures penetrated the re

gion they congregated together for protection against their

enemy, and in this concentration, ways and means were pro

vided for,better living conditions, and perhaps this marks

the beginning of making of pottery,for providing better
methods in perparing food. . ..

/
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This stage would ^then mark the division between the
second and third perlodso • The Third period is again re

classed into, three periods, -The first of these-is dlstln*^

gulshed by ancient pottery and large triangular arrowheads.
The middle period is marked by improved pottery, extensive

The thirduse of bone implements,.pipes and ornamentation,
period shows a vast improvement in pottery, .-the use of earth

works for fortification against the constant- encroachment by

other cultures into the region,. . ', ' ^ '
- .4

The latest of these cultures to arrive, as evidence ^so"

far indicates, were thO people-who'inhabited the' Levanna-
Museum site near Le'v-anna, .where i-one'.of''the'most primitive

_^;_.st-Qpkades^JcnAwn^of:--ih--K'-ewfybhk’ State 'existed-.^-- .. . .. .

site evidences, a long occupation by one' culture,- it also

shows'secondary' occupation^ It \7ad'while the Algoriklahs. i..

lived here that-the.• Iroquois .are supposed to; have Intrude-'d;

and with which this-hittory.principally .consists,

The Algonklan- occupation may ,be helpfully explained by-

the tracing of them from slte"t6 site'from, the timie they.- , t '.

reached the country until they, departed, circa 1550-1800 'A,D, '

There we.re at„.].east .ten. different cultures' that esta.blis.hed

villages in the re'gio'n from''time unknown" to 'the arrival'of , ,

the Iroquois, ' ' '.. . ■ ' ' '

;.Thls can well-be understood'when it is realized ' that .. • '

the region .possessed, all oi':'the natural resources' knoTini of • " '.
that the Indian required. Also ;it is ’loca-ted iri'■.the' very..

center of; the water ..route'.from .upper-Canada to "'the-; Gulf,.of ■ . •
Mecicoc In'th'e. region were.-large openings in ■ the'forests

’■

?/here villages 'could -be established' with a minimum' qf labor. ■ ■'
Deep ravines that''had .been; cut into the, hillsides by tribu-, .
taries of the lakes'in many pl'ac-es'. fornied.-perfect• natural-

fortifications, .The. fp-rests furnished all..kinds'' of gamp,.
.. _nuts:,.,:.,sh.chyisptiie.^a.c.o.rn.,.iwalhub, -hi ck o r,y; .h.uti'.-._4he.si:-nut,,,lhut=Ln-^'

ternut," etc,,'the .mandrake,''ari'd.‘'b err le-s 'of. all kinds-, and

likely the wild tobac"Go'"plant','’■■',The'"lakes,''and'''.s.tr6 ams teem.e.d " "■■■■

vi/ith fish'of ' all'kinds', ' 'f" ..' '.I-.;- , . .' ' "

The, great Montezimia "Marsh'with.'lts''salt .springs and ' -■

swarming v;l'th all klnds-'bf wild fowl, is np't.ed, as-, having

bt.en the home of the, mid pigeonv ' 'The' whole' ini and country v'''

was a mass'''of clay suitable for making excellent pbttory. • ■ ■■■

Heavy deposits of granite, limestone', • arid'liilca rocks," gave

■them plenty of 's-tones for their firehearths., ' and which,; ^ .
when burned'made'e-xcelleritpottery-temporlngmaterial, ' ;
There was an abundance of native flint' for - arrowheads. There'-

-quantities of naturally formed stones that answeredwere

\
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well for haminers, pestles,', celts, metales, mortars, and im

plements of all Kinds, v/hlch the Indian required. There was

an abundance of large elm trees .'that furnished'them with

, bark for house construction, and many other articles.-

'It was as the Jesuit Father Peter haffelx wrote in 1672,

''The.-most beautiful country I have seen in America," - He men-;

tioned specifically the large openings surrounded by beauti

ful forests.

Last, but not least, were the massive basswood.s that
were -easily worked into canoes and dugouts', ' ' , ’ ■ : - ^ ” ''''

It may all be. summed up by. saying,. "- It was an Indian ....

A term often . ^j-oken today in describing the
"The Garden of Eden,"

Thus it is no wonder that no other area of its size is

- known which' furnishes such an abundant 'amount of ’evldenc'e of ,

prehistoric occupation', 'thus' rendering it the digger’s para-

■dise>- which- has been' recognize.d and taken advantage of ho't '

only by the local,'but. by foreign museuitb,, who have sent ex

peditions here at Tari.ous. times and removed quantities of

valuable his.toric artifacts that should be on exhibition in

our. local .museums. . • , . . P

Therefore let it,be the duty of every citizen'of the,
region to retain'and preserve, by at least placing;.the .arti- ■

facts that have been accuniulated and-those of-the future

within the archives-of the- local museum where they will be

available -to be viewed and studied by everyone. Support of

the Cayuga,County.Museum is the duty incumbent upon every

citizen 'of the county. , , ...

-.Even to■this very day foreign museums send their re

presentatives here to purchase, excavate, and remove.forever
--the. yaluable__-hls-t-or.Lc.' artifacts, invariably, to. distant points,,

where they are not acces.sabie .to people -from the country

■where they were ..recovered, .. It ■ frequently .happens that- when

-death occurs to .the owner of a, c.ollectlon, the heirs dispose

' -..of the .artifacts .to their bes.t,,advantage and by this procedure
collections ,are separated and the results are the same,’as

though leaves were torn from a book■of important history that

it is impossible to restore.

.'Collectors should, when possible, make provision where"^
the ■ ar’tif acts .will' be' placed in the archives'of the museum,

where' they will remain as" a monument to and in "memory of the

collector, and as a valuable contribution to history.

ft-
Paradlse-,

'■ country is
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AB OR IGIN iiL PLACE NAMES IN, CAYUGA COUNTY.

Following the name of each location the authority of the.-ori

gin is quoted- .when knowno

AN-DAS-TAGUE Andaste Indian, name quoted in the Jesuit Relations«

Name of- village near the' -present village of Aurora.

CHO-GO-GEN Name of the Seneca River--Pather Raffelx^, 1672.

DATE-KA-fiO North Sterling Creek—Dr, Beauchamp,

GA-JU-KA Cayuga—Moravians, 1750,. Applies, to . the village at
Great Gully and the name they cite as their guide,.

GA-JUK-HA-HO Montezuma, Marsh—Beau-champ,

Ga-HON "'JA-NEGH-QUI Name applied to "Yav/ger Greek 'by the Moravians

GA-YA-AN-GA-AN-NA Late Cayuga Castle—L.H. Morgan.

GAN-A-TEfi“AGE Indian village on McFarlin Creek where the Mora

vian guide lived as quoted by the Moravians,

GA-HESr-KAO- Name given to the cre.ek on which the Cayuga Castle
-was located in 1750 as'quoted by.. the Moravians, ■■■

0N-N0N-Ti)RIE Applied to Fort Hill in' Wayne County-Beauchamp,
but was applied to St. Rene in other llteratur©.

The name is mentioned in the Jesuit Relations,
but does not refer to Fort Hill.

ONIOEN -(Alias) Beauchamp states it of French origin and notes

it as stony land,, It is thought to have been applied
to the atony hill on which St. Rene existed,

OSCO OwascOo Beauchamp quotes it as meaning the place where a

bridge crossed the outlet of Gwasco Lake, but says there

was no bridge there,..The Moravians called the lake in

their understanding of the Indian tongue, Aschgo. Re
cent-history calls it 'Owasco and what appears to the
writer to be erroneous literature cites Osco as the name

.i.-._.of-;a^Lat.e-Judlan-- s-aNtl.ement- ,which.._exi.s,te,(i,.whana—the..^St,a.t,e

Prison now stands in the city of Auburn, and erro.neously
quotes it as'the'Origin of the name, but it will be seen

that in the history of Sullivan's Campaign by the writer,
it was quoted in■the Journals of Lieut, Parker as Owasco

(the lake) in 1779, long before the Indian village of

Osco was Established,

SilNNIO Name .quoted in the Moravian Journals as a village

- pointed out to them by their guide in 1750 do^im .at the .

foot of Cayuga Lake, the former site of St, Stephens,
where there was a ford across the outlet, Beauchamp
states’ that Ganlo v/as the name of a'ford. This vras

the. place where Sullivan's Army crossed in 1779 and
the place they called Choharo, a town of two- long houses.

SQ-UA-YEN-HA Otter Lake--Morgan,

TI-ONE-LONG .Cross Lake--Morgan.

TSCH-OAH-UINS Place named by the Moravians in 1750, which they

passed between the head of Cayuga Lake and the
Castle, where there were two Indian cabins.

CHONODO-TE
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■ TEY-aGOK-RYEM Crane-Br.ook, clte.d in'early military, tract
■ '-survey.

, ■■■ ' ' ' DWELLINGS ' : . ■

It is presumed that the•• very 'early inliabitahts lived in-■

tents -made of animal skin’s. Hov/ever, -upon some of the late

Algonkia.n sites evidence . occurs of, houses that were .undoubtedly
covered with bark,’ ^d were .of various shapes,- even to the-long
house having' as many as six '.fire heart.hs.. The''wig am’type, un-
like" those 'among the' Ir'pquols, had fire hearths 'to, one side, . ...
instead,of. in the center.

/'■ ..'.'Six-different types- of houses have b''e:en''discovered on the

, Levanna. J'/iuseum sl.te,. ' . - , .

' . .. Probably the best example of house improvement occurred

' among the ‘ Cayug'as » 'Upon .the ' earliest sites t.he' houses were'

. invariably single', aboub ten -by twelve fset' s'q'Uare,', with a *

doorway in one 'end. It' is presumed' that the ‘ roofs Vifere of the

wigwam type of dome shaped, the entire structure'being covered

with bark.' Proper' excavating■ o.f this nearly square' shaped

house discloses tnat many of them were- surrounded 'by. a' trench,

i^bout the' first actual,'des'crlption of the hlgonkian. house

was''given, by'Benj-,' Franklin, who recorded that' they'were made ,

of bark, bound over-poles set-in the -ground,' with a' doorway in'
one 'end .and. haying a', peaked roof vdth a fire hearth in' the eeh-

't.er. around which the inhabitants slept upon fur's spread on ‘

mat's, upon the’.ground,' Thls, was,, of course,".'in'Pennsyivania. '

' In 'C-ayuga County 'our knoifledge of. the Iroquois, long house'

comes from the; Jesuits, and' from miaps made by the .early explor

ers'.," .The Mohawks' and Cayuga's' has long houses with.', do or way s' in

the 'ends,. . They .were .con's true ted' of poles and bark, with sev

eral, .fire,'-places . .bn,',the ground beneath center. hole's_ i.n the . ,
r.oof, through which '.'s'.ome”. of,'the sinOke escaped, 'Their bunks

were made of poles 'cOver.ed With animal skins',' . They 'were ex- •
tended the 'full'.'length.'of the’house And oh e'ach'side. 'Articles

w.ere stored overhead. The roof. was- of the rounded'type..'

. ...The JeS'Ults, ..spokq of the houses-.as 'a pla.c.e almost impo.s-
sible'' for . a-whi.te.,man , to'endure. .They v/ere ho.t only' c'bi.d, but
the' s'mok-e from the' fires" was. .suffocating.'-. However, -the Indian
did. not. seem bo mind'”i"t,..-for they'slept' on in'/comfort,h-yih'lle .
the Jesuits were compelled to, .a'ri.se' frequently. and.;seek the.,'
outdp.or. air, . . ... ’ 'V.'

- . --.'The best, example, known" of -improveraeut is that -■given.,.by '''
the ivloravian-,,missionaries.,who visited the Qayugas..hirstin
1750., at-.,-their -Castle, -which .was then .located, hear., the.-foot '.of.

Great ..Gully, -..They- des.crlbed -the houses as. being .made of .bark,
long and accomoduting-from'four to-six , families, .-doorways on,

each.jsi.de. -in the cente'r,- -with peaked roof, and well ..made. , ; . . '

.. In-' 177-9 ..when .Gener.al Sullivan,Vs' army arrived ,'they-, found ?

,many-large, -square- log houses -c.ontainlng .-vvlndows .Therefo re, .we

have evidence of some progress among the’Cayugas,
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In Horatio Hales book, "Iroquois' Rites", the following
occurs and is here copied, followed by a true story of Hiawatha,
and the life of George Gatlin among the Indians, all of which

will tend to give the reader a much better impression of the

Indian than is generally understood.

"The popular opinion of the Indian, and more'especially
of the Iroquois, who as lvir, Parkman well observes, is an

Indian of the Indians", represents him'as' a sanguinary, treach

erous, and vindictive being, some'V'/hat cold In his' aff ections,
haught;^ and reserved tov/ard his friends, merciless to his en

emies, fond of strife, and adverse to industry and the pursuits

of peace. Some magnanimous traits are occasionally allowed to

him, and poetry and rom^ce have sometimes thrown a _^gl^m<5ur___
'■’ab'outT'hib^character,"" wlifc'h 'popuFar 'op'inib'n,'' not'-with'out reason,
energetically repudiates and resents. ' The truth is that the.

circumstances under which the red and white races have en-

•countered in North America, have been. such as necessarily 'bo

■give rise to a wholly .false Impression in regard to the char

acter of the aborigines. The Europe.an colonists, superior in

civilization and in the arts of war, landed on the coast with

the deliberate intention of taking possession of the country

and displacing the natives. The Indiai s were at once thrown

on the defensive. Prom the very beginning they fought,', not

merely'for their land, but for their lives, for it was from

.their land that they drew their means of living, ' All wars

between'the whites and the, Indians,_ whatever the color or

pretence on either side, have been on. both sides, wars of ex

termination,' They have been carried on as. such wars'always
have been and always will be. On the side of the stronger
there have, been constant encroachments effected not by menace

and not by cajolery, 'but always prefaced by the display and

the indolence .of superior power. On, the side of the weaker '

tnere have been alterations of sullen acqulescense and; of.
fierce and. fruitless resistance, , .It is not. surprising that ■ '

under.siich circumstances tiie character, of .each party has been

--p-rqsen-ted- tO'-'-the --other-i-n rthe mos.t forblddi-ng-Fight• -

The Indian' must be judged, like every other people, not'

by the traits which they display in the fury of a'desperate
.warfare, but by, their ordinary demeanor in time of peace,.. .

and especially by the character of their social and domestic

life. On this point the testimony of missionaries and of

other competent observers who have' lived among them, in uni

form. At home the- Indians are the most kind and generous’.of
■

men. Constant good humor, unfailing courtesy, ready sympathy
with distress, and truly lavish liberality, mark their inter

course with one another. The Jesuit missionaries- among the

Hurons'.kn'ew them before Intercourse w/ith the white man 'and

the'Use of ardent .spirits had embittered and debased them, •

■Their testimony which, they left on record is; remarkable,
missionary Brebauf,-protesting'against the ignorance and

prejudice which would place the Indians on'a level w/l-th the

brutes, gives the result of his observation in emphatic terms,

. ’In my opinion*, he writes,- ‘it is no small matter to say to
■bhem- that they live'united in towns, sometimes of fifty.

II

II

The
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sixty^ or a hvindred- dwellings, that. is,.- of, three: dr; four-; ■ ;■

hundred households^ ’.that they cultivate the . fieldsfrom ’ .
which, they derive their food, for a whole year, and tha'f they,
maintain;peace end friendship with one anotheri He'-douhts,l..
'.if' there'is , another n.dtion . under heaven more, .commendable in.;,
•this respect • than ..the Huron .’.nation of the. bear■ aiiipng-

. whom,-,he. resided*’They have he. declares’a, gentleness'; ;

and: an.' affability almost,; incredible for barb^ians;|* They . ■

keep Up ’.this perfect good will.’ as he terms it,’by. frequent,

visits,, by. the-aid .which; they give one-.another .in. sickriess,—
and by their festiyalsand social gathe.r.ings., :Wheneye.r .'th,ey -
aire..;not;occupied .by their fields, and flsherl.es,' o.rVih hunt^.
Ing . or -trade* ’’ They, are i, he continues,, ’iess’ ln'their •. own

. cabins > ’ than ih-' those* of .their fr.iends*..,. If ..any,', one I’ails .
sick,....and .wants- something .which may -benefit him;, '■’.eye’rybody ,
is eager to fur’hlS'h-it,. . Whenever;,-one’of tbem has something,
especially good, .'.to' eat,. he: invites, his friends 'and..make's”a,

. feast*' .-Indeedl.they.' hardly ewer?,.fea-t, alone. ’ - ^ ' .•1.

’’The . Iroquois .who had seemed.little-better tO: the misaion-

,arie:,s than, demons whiie. '.they knew them .phly '.as .enemies .to’^^'.the
French-.or', Huron '.allies, •astonished them-, on a: nearer 'acquaint*"
ance,- -.by ■ ihe'dey.elopments. .of simliar traits of, natural gobd-r

: ’Yoii'’wiii:'find ^in them’declares , one of these-' f air -;

* virtues Which might; well • ■
put to blush; tdc.:majOrity of. Chris tlans*-!; .There,,is .nd'heed

of ■hospitality ^:amo,ng. theiTij-because, .there., are no'beggars among
. .,.theM> and indeed' none- are. poor, .so , long;;as . any, of them 'are,^-,;;

ribh.f iTheir '.kindness^ ^ humanlty>. ;-and courtesy-^-.nqt; merely
:,make "bhem liberai in glying, • but. almost, le.ad' them,,tp, live as.

. . .t tho.ugh. every 'thing, they possess were, held In,.common" '

■ ne s s

minded and .cul.bi'yated.dbse.rvers

II •:

"No-pne-.:.ca-n want, for fbpd while there is corn-anywhere, r

,■ in. the town. It is true that the missionaries often accuse ~

the Iroquois'.,of- c-ruelty, and. perfiidy, but the- narrative shows

■'that; those- qu,al'itl'es' ■ were, only displayed when'In their!' wars,
an.d apparently'-'only'.dgaihst. their enemies whose, cruelty. and ;-
perf.idy.they---hadcxp.erience4•b

, ^ !”We can,n6.w..>-s.ee-ythat;.,.the plan of universal federa.t'ioh-- ,!•
and general: peace-,which .Hiawatha devised- had’ had. nothing . in;.X, .
itself -so surprising 'as to- 'exclte our ' incredi.b'llity,. ' It was*
indeed*..^entirely du-. acborddnce with'the'genipus of his'people,
its., essehse was the .extentiod to, all nations- of the methods- ,',
of social and civil ..life which prevailed in his own, iia.'tion* ,:
If the people, of, a to.wn o.f, four .himdr.ed, famliles,. could liye^..;
in .constant,: ’-peace... and^.frlendshi'pf why shpuld .-not all-; the, ^
tribes of men dwell, together in; the- same manner?,; ,:The Idea, ; .;
is one which-might readily have occurred to any man of ben

evolent, fepllngs.,, and- thoughtful- temperament*
"

' b’ p.'iid
"The pro-ject -in Itself is not so remarkable as the energy

and skill with which it was carried into effect. It is de----

serying of notice, however, that according to the Indian tra-

di'ti'on .Hla'watha w.as, impelled- to action. mainly,'by . .experience
. of 'the mischiefs, which were caused, in his, own nation through.
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a departure from their ordinary•system of social life,
missionaries in describing^ the general harmony which-prevailed
among the fiurons, admit-that it-was sometimes disturbed.

■

Tiiore were“bad spirits-'* among thOEij as everywhere.. else,-

who could not 'always be.- controlled,; „ Atotarho,'.-among the

Onond'agas, was'ohe-of ' these bad spirits 1; and in .his case, un

fortunately,''an'evil .disp'bsition was relp-'fbreed'by.'a'k'een -in

tellect and a-p'ovi/er'ful. willvHis histo'ry'for.'.a^time- -offered

a rare ins't'ane'e’ of Something ■ approaching- to 'despbtism> ■:.o.r,

the Greek “tyranny*!','"'-ex.c.erciSed. in’an" Indian- -trlbeo -"'A.-.fact''

so-strange, and oohduo't so: extraordinary■,•. seemed in after -

times to^reqpire''expl.anatlons ■ -A legend is- preserved among- ^ -

the' Onondag,as,/.wh-ibh- was ■ appa-reht.ly devised to_ acebunt .‘for-a .

prodigy so., far. .but of ■ the common order of 'eventso 1-give it .
—'-l-n-rt'he-=.-WGrds,-.-a's-.'.:r'ecG'rded”---ih'' .myog o.urnaL,>-':;oThis-'W-.a'S--r-e.-l-ated^-tb-' /

me by a friend.; in 'March# '1882'1 ah.'intelligent-Chief-John.. y' • -
Buck, who w'as'' inclihod--to ’give" it... ih 'credence-r-shari'ng-in-, '

this, as ih pt.h.br’things'., the sentiments ' of the he'st'amopg - ' ^

his people.'* ■'"Another,,! eg end which I .'have'not heard before,?'

“ professedyto give the origin both of the abnormal ferocity '

and of' the:., preterhuman'powers' -of Atotarho. •' -He ’ was ■already-

" noted-"as-.-a chief-'and warrior, when he had the rals'f-ortune'-'-to'-" •;-■

kill n--peculiar'-bird, . resembling a se'agull, - which'is,"'reput.ed-'
to possess peisbnbus-qualities- pf singhlar'-'virulence•' By

this' contact; withthe--.dead-'bird hi"s-'mind.-was-" affected.. -'.He-
became morose^ arid cr-Uel,''and. at-.the same, time'-obtained the..' '•

-power "of ■ destroying me'ri" and other’-creatures" at'a distance* :.'

Three.-" sori$ ofHlaWa'-tha 'wereb-atiiong -the-victimsi - 'He-:’ attended'',

the councils which were-'held,, .and made confusion-in- them, ' -"

and brbught all the - pppple In'td disturbance and- terror.- His

bodily.-appe'ar'ahce was'changed at ;the s^ame.'.time, and'-his' as--

pect becamo so terrible that the story spread, and was .be

ll e-ved-that' his-'-he ad was encircled'"by living shakes." ' , -.' ,'

The

I •

« .

“The-'only ■Importahee-bof-this stoiy ls;'.'lh the"-evidence'it -.

affords; that 'cbnduct'-so anti-social as 'that.-bf AtOtarho was

de'embd to "b’e" the . resUl-t' of; a .disordered mind..... 'In his easel''
'■'’as 'ih'"'''that‘'~bf'thd'S.c''btt'lsh ty-ran’t' ahd'"'mdrderefl*’-f--h'‘^'^""'M"«T^"'f^

root that' tobk the. reason 'prisoner", was doubtless an un- '

bridled''ambition', " It Is interes ting to remark'.;’that even ,his
fiercev temper and determined will were- foreed'/to 'yield'at- '■

last- tp-. the'pressure''b,if public bpihl'bh'tw/hich coinpollod: him
'' to arrange himself ...on 'the.'Side, .of -peace 'and uni'o'n. In-the

T/ifhimsical Imagery .of' the-narrative,'■'which'some ' of the story -
tel'lers -after their-usual'-fashion, have conyerted.'-from a'“ - - ■'-

metaphor-.to--a' fact, .'Hiawatha, “combed the’*' snakes-'dut oflthe-

head-"- df".His'-great an'tagonist,' and prosehted; him' to;-'-the Cpun-

cil changed and restpre'd tP-;his-right ml.hd,"'; ■ • • - " '"

: .H.C.'F'. The: stbry -of '-Hiawatha- has ■hceh'? told and written

in so many-ways tha-fc it is, insertod. here.,.as , written by com

petent authority. It wais'published'ih/'‘.*Ho'b.'bies Magazine"' :
-in 1934, and is.; .without .question as; ne.'ar .CQrr'ect-as will ever

.-■be-known* . ?., .

- -Hiawatha, No .-Fantasy*

- HiaWatha was a real' man. Intensive study of Iroquois'
tradition reveals-.him as probably 'ah'actual ..historic figure
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who lived some time between the years 1550. ..and, 1600, according

■ to JcNcBcHcwitt, Smithsonian Institution 'ethnologist, who has

made a lifetime .'study of the institutions and'history of the

Six.xNatlonso ■

’'Hiawatha appears from the' tradition^ MTo. Hewitt says^' to
have been a man whose character was affec-ted' by various pen*

sonal misfortunes tO' the point where-.his mind was ready .to re

ceive the doctrine of human brotherhood preached by the great
He became. Dekanawida’s- first.., Iroquois'-Redeemer, -Dekanawidao

disciple and most active associate in establishing the .League

.' of .the Iroquois which was the tangible embodiment of the great

law-giver's advanced philosophy» . . - . -

"In Longfeilow's p.oem.,' Mr.:, Hewitt points out,-the char-,^-
acters‘of Hiawatha, Dekanawida himself, and:^ various mythological

figures are confusedo
slble, he says, ^ the-story of .Hiawatha.appears . to be about.- as

follows;

Cleared of pure legendry as much as pos-.

a brother of Dehadodaho, one of the chiefs of thd
Onondaga tribe and apparently'a rather vlolous character who ,

hated him and finally murdered his.wife- and children^ .The

heart-broken Hiawatha-^stlll a. cannibal according to .the trl-

■bal - custom—went forth from his ■ruined home, an ' exile*-.-He-

sought sympathy from various other Iroquois tribes and finally

■ -found'a refuge among the Mohawks, where-he was again marrhed ,■

and became the father of a'second family.

"But:.’the. sorrow caused by .his misfortune;remained hea-vy

'.•upon him. . One day he killed a stranger - and took the, body.home

to eat*' ' Dekanawlda, then also, a--friendless wanderer, with a

great vision, followed him*. ■ He-■climbed on .the,.ro.of, ■ .of, Hlawa-.

tha's lodge and looked down the smoko hole. -Hiawatha .saw the

reflection of a human face in'the-boiling.'water• that. he-had.

prepared to boil the body of his victim, and it appears to

have have affected him like an apocalyptic vision* He then

and there forswore cannibalism® A' great change of heart seems

-to have come- over -him, and he wandered ou.t' into the forest - -

again, a .new mano'.' , - ” .

There Dekanawida approached him and two kindred souls.
sat down and talked togetner® ..

r ’ "The ideas of the redeemer were extremely radical for.

the time, and Hiawatha hard.ly' could graspthem at .f l.rs.-t? .-^But
his mind was ripe for the revelation, however widely the ideas

of/his nev/ friend might depart-from the whole -Indian scheme

of things® ' The two-,'v/ent-back to the village together and be

gan to lay plans for the establishment of the League®. ■.■

They must have labored-together, Mr* .Hewitt believes,
for about thirty years before -their new gospel of. human brother

hood found general acceptance® As Dekanawida conceived it,

it would have embraced the whole world as it was known to him.

Actually, of course, it only took in the various Iroquois-
speaking tribes®

H
He was

»

M
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^TIFacts. FROM TRE LOl/VN COLLECTION

'of this Bulletin. The artifacts illustrated on pages
are from the collection of John' Lown of Elmira, No Y

generous and prompt response to the request of the editor for

this material is greatly appreciated.. .

His

It 'was learned in a letter from Mr. Lown that our other

Elmira member, James' Vo Stowell made the drawings of these

artifacts and our^gratitude is also expressed to Jim for his

hearty co-operation®

We do not get together with'our Southern Tier friends
very often 'but when we do there is also a great discussion on

our common interest® We hope they will- be able to get to

S-Ubiirn fdr~the*' Anhuad.’ Banquet to be heTd as''us'ual in"'April'e '

* % * ^5- 'A -/r ‘it * -» -:<• it '){• -»■ ■5s- it •>{■ * it. -IS- -Is- 5:- it it ■>;- it it .it it it

NOTICE TO DELINQUENT FiEiVlBERS

Are your dues paid for 195.1?

The cost of publishing and mailing the Bulletin, will^.
force us to discontinue sending Bulletins out. to members
who are.delinquent in :their dues for 1951 with the
current issue« (March)

We do not wish to loose a single membership from

the- Society and we appreciate your co-operation in the

past,- so, if you wish to-continue to receive the Bui-,
letins, please send in your dues to George..F* Dobbs,
treasurer, "11 Richardson Avenue, ..-Auburn,. New York- at ^
once.
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THE ANNUAL BANQUET '

The Society wili "hold its Annual Banquet ..oh Thursday ‘
evening April 12th at Cayuga Museum of History and Art,'Auburn,
N. Ye at .'7-: 00. o ’ clock®. ... . .. ■- ' '

. !

IVtrs, Eo Brant Montour of Rochester will be the guest
Mrs. Montour is an--excellent speaker, and we are In-speaker<!

deed fortunate to have her- with us at .our banquet

This year we will have a turkey dinner prepared and. ser

ved by a professional cateress and the price.will be $2»00

per person.' .

Please send in your.reservations to the Museum Office
on or before Tuesday, April. 10th. .,

\
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A PEW WELCOME LINES PROM JOEL SWART-OP HOPPMANS., N Y.'

iHoffmans,- N<, Ya
PebaS,, 1951

Mr# George'Pa Dobbs, Treasurer

Priend Dobbs: '

I am enclosing |2a00 for'
1951 and .wish all kinds of

success In the field of Arch

aeology,

I have read your Bulle
tin with Interest and,feel
somewhat ashamed for not ’an

swering .Mr, Poilett’s letter.
In regard to. ’’star” beads , ,
but ary Ignorance ' of ‘ what'.you
folks call ’’star" ■ beads
made me hesitate. We have '

many varieties of.trade
beads, large arid small,
picked up on contact sites.
Some of these beads must

have been quite an asset
to the Mohawk OTOier as they
-:were graduated on .the’ string
and striped red, blue and

. white; these we‘call Venetian,

I am sending you a sketch
• ■ of two Iron axes we have, and

as they have quite an Inter- ■
estlng'.story we-consider,
them a little out of the

ordinary. If you have the
Bulletin of Port Tlconderoga

1946, Vol,'■ Museum.of'Jan

. 'VIII, No, 3, It'Will give
a .very fine explanation -of '

' their .use, especially the. one .
with the spike and blade.

* *

It seems, our finds of

early Dutch trade axes were-
not so well made for warfare;
more of a utility ax and
very much heavier; their ..
weakness seems to have been

to break at the edge and to date we ha®e feund drily ©s?okeri orios.

The Mohawks, after seeing iron and ^Qw mucL. more efficient
It was, asked the Dutch for iron and a blacksmith to Instruct them
In 11 us e o

by the English and reached a very high point during Sir William
Johnson's time.

The Dutch granted this request and it was carried on
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Not having seen men'fe"
tion of iron axes in our .

■ Bulletin, I thought you' '''
might be interested' in
some of our finds h'- We . ,
have also a couple of

• handle ends of Prench.ra-'- '

piers which, of course are

■ .broken* A friend. of, mine, • ''\/
has a halbBB.t .wdich was plowed /
up . as . were our , axps ,■ ■.we"..be- _ ’ - ' /.
-lieve that .they were probably ' '
lost, while. out. on ,'dither . a i . '
hunting trip 'or a’warfare .
expedition; these 'arti.cles
§erdoiir'fou.nd,.on'-camp, sites*

I wo.uld like, to meet.'.yod "
fellows ' t’o • exchange 'idea,a, ..and..'-
experiences 'but . whefi it 'will ; '
be, is hard^to s'ay'»; if '.ajiy
of you are down Mohawk, Valley#!
you would surely, 'be ..welcome**,^

.Sincerely'jours, -

./Joel Swart ...

'\

\ ^
J

4

i

-V I

> V /
I

/

\\ / \
/

' ■ / '■:

/

/

/
- !

. / ■
/

/

/
}

W

/

: ( e •

iJ.,

r •;

‘K- ■-V-'V/
/

r

-x- -sc- -X- -Ji- -JS- 4S- '•Sfr -x- *5c-.-x-.--sc- * -;$■ -x- -Jr -Si- :*x- 'Si-

FEBRUARY:',itf[EETING,’ADDRESSED BY JUDGE SEARING

- The prDgram.,-for the-regular February meeting of the Society

was. turned over-ito the Gaydga County 'historical Society and be

came.. one . of ■■ the, series of/-lectures which is. conducted by Gay- •

uga Museum o'f -history/and Art' each seas oni -

. Judge- Leonard h,-'^'Searing, president of the historical^
Society. was'-the'/speaker .and-.he described the early settlement

of Auburn, and/the .orlgin- and’.- evolution of many of the streets*

He also describes '/the-streams ■'which., ■ at one time;; cros.?ed the

city in many places and are-'now practically unknown^v Kis ■

address'was :illdstrated.-with a specially drawn map of-tne, city,
t '

It is up to us ,to pre-
!t

Thb^ Judge said.in closing, that,
serve the current-'records, as mrell as the records of .-the past.

For what-we-save today will be history in fifty years*

Following '-his ;address the,. Judge answered many questions

" ■ of history through! the region* .regarding, .all 'phases

; •
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